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Specific Evidence-informed Priority Recommendations for 
Cancer Control Practice, Research, and Policy



From the 2014 World Cancer Leaders’ Summit:

It makes economic sense to invest in global cancer control, especially in low-
and middle-income countries.

In 2010, taking into consideration the direct costs related to the prevention and
treatment of the disease and the economic value of lives lost and disability
caused, cancer had an impact of approximately US$1.16 trillion worldwide.

Taking into consideration the longer term costs of patients and their families,
bring the annual global cost of cancer to US$2.5 trillion.

The implementation of prevention, early detection, and treatment strategies
could potentially save between 2.4 and 3.7 million lives annually.





Suggested Priorities to Reduce Cancer Care Disparities Worldwide

de Souza JA et al. Global Health Equity: Cancer Care Outcome Disparities in High-, Middle-, and Low-Income 
Countries. J Clin Oncol. 2016; 34(1):6-13.



Building blocks for addressing cancer disparities per income settings





Efforts to Reduce/Minimize Inequity in Cancer Care Delivery (or 
Access to Cancer Care)

Synchronization of multidisciplinary, team-based cancer care is central to strengthening the 
effectiveness of and efficiencies in clinical practice

Models should be informed by key framing principles: 
a patient-centric and culturally competent focus to care delivery that is informed

by patient needs and preferences.
frontline work rooted in scientific evidence and guided by data-driven tools
agility among practices and providers in responding to patient- and population

level needs in real time and with appropriate infrastructure and resources.





For those of us who treat patients in low and 
middle income countries most of these 
advances are an inspiration and bring hope 
for the future...

...but not our current reality



Cancer mortality to incidence ratios:

USA Europe LMICs
0.36 0.48 0.68

de Souza JA et al. Global Health Equity: Cancer Care Outcome Disparities in High-, Middle-, and Low-Income Countries. J Clin Oncol. 2016; 34(1):6-13.

Gilberto Lopes MD, University of Miami, Florida, USA. WCLC 2022. ES17-Cost and Accessibility to Lung Cancer Drugs - Pathways to Improvement



Low and Middle Income Countries Spend 
Less in Cancer Control

G. Lopes. Access to Cancer Medications in Low- and Middle Income Countries. Nature Rev 
Clin Oncol 2013. Copyright: Nature Publishing, used with permission

Numbers represent economic 
burden per cancer patient in 
US$ (and as a percentage of 
GDP/Capita)



















































STEP 1 – Community Outreach 
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Innovation: Go to the 
Underserved Areas… Look for the 
Patients



Ricardo Sales dos Santos MD PhD , SENAI CIMATEC & Hospital Albert Einstein , Brazil 

PACS

“IOT” TRUCK IMAGE WORK UP AND 
REPORT

Image Storage
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